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1812.3 Agricidlural — Coinmercial Reports. 421 

tants. Distressed state of the industrious " Distresses of tiie labouring poor are 

poor indiscribable. Many families liave great and complicated : many have sold all 

not one shilling per head per week. No their goods ; some sent to jail for debt, 

relief given, where they had 25, 6d., as and creditors oaly deterred from seizing, 

the funds would not admit it." because they cannot find purchasers. Poor 

Southiil, near Dewsbury : " Population rates inadequate from increase of paupers, 

315 families: SB families receive relief: numerous applications for relief made 

and 108 families, though they receive no weekly, with which it is impossible to 

parochial aid, sufFer very much : average comply. Township consists of 2324 indi- 

earnings only 2s. 5} per week. Tairty viduals, of whom 1119 are in a state of 

tradesmen have lately been insolvent ; a distress." Hartshead : " Contains 73 fa- 

considerable number in small business suf- milies, consisting of 397 individuals, 

fer as greatly as alinost any other class " whose weekly means, including parochi- 

Todmorten (near Halifax) : " Many de- al relief, average little more than 2s. per 

serving, industrious poor, who by exer- head. 

tion in better times have got a house de- Disley, near Stockport : " Necessities of 
cently furnished, which would be forfeited the poor urgent and extreme ; the writer 
to the town if they obtained relief, rather had not heard of anyplace inclosing more 
go short of subsistence, than see their indigence and perishing want ; many fa- 
house broken up." Heckmondwike, in milies have sought sustenance from boiled 
the parish of JJurstall, near Leeds: nettles and wild greens, without salt." 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT, 

From tie SOti October to the 20li Navmher, 1S12. 

Very little alteration in the state of the weather has taken place since last report. In 
all the late districts, the oat crops have suffered much by the rain, and a considerable 
loss of grain has been the conseq^uence, besides a serious injury to the straw, which 
constitutes the principal part of the fodder for cattle. 

Great as the wheat crops appeared to be, the price of that grain continues to be 
high, and oats and oat-meal keep up much above the usual rates at this season of the 
year. 

A great diversity of sentiment seems to exist respecting the potato crops. In those 
districts where they are in the practice of planting them with the spade, in w-hat is 
called the lazy-bed way ; the roots are small, and greatly deficient in quantity. In the 
more improved parts of the country, where drill husbandry is practised, the crops 
are much more productive ; and even some of the very late planted potatoes have 
turned out far beyoijd expectation. The weather however has not been favourable for 
ploughing out the drill craps, and there is yet ;i considerable proportion of them in the 
ground. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

TO the innumerable ills already inflicted on the community by war, vre have now- 
to add the hijfh prices of the necessaries of life, more especially of those most in use by 
the poorer classes. Last year these distresses were borne more patiently, from the 
consideration, that the harvest of 1811 had been to a considerable degree deficient. 
Another harvest, avowedly more abundant, has intervened, as to wheat and oats pro- 
ducing more than an average crop, and as to potatoes, being nearly, if not altogether, 
a general averige crop ; and yet prices keep up, and are at present lugher than they 
were ever known to be at this season of the year. A fall has taken place in England, 
and as the rise first took place there, our markets may be expected to follow in the 
fall. Yet a reduction in prices may be looked for only to be temporary, while the 
grain is hastened forward to market to answer the payment of the rents at this season 
of the year. The supplies for the army in the peninsula, and since the war with A- 
merica prevents the accustomed supplies, the demands from the West Indies, added to 
the deficiency in the harvest, iji all the late districts in England, Ireland, and Scotland, 



